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28th December 2012
Dear Balcombe Business Leader,
Consultation on Balcombe Neighbourhood Plan - Your views needed!
Recent changes in legislation mean that communities have more opportunities to get involved in the planning process and make a real difference to their neighbourhoods by deciding the kind of development local people want and need.  Balcombe Parish Council is responding to this by working with the Community to draw up a Neighbourhood Plan for Balcombe.  The Plan will outline our views on the development of the village over the next 20 years and will inform decision making at local and district level.
The process of putting this plan together is underway through consultation with the Village.  Among other topics, the Plan will cover our vision for:
· how housing should be developed over the next two decades;
· our need for infrastructure e.g. parking, meeting places, education; and,
· support for business development.
We are writing to you specifically on the last point.  We are keen to understand what local businesses value about Balcombe today and what they need for the future.  We would be grateful if you would complete our Balcombe businesses questionnaire by 15 January 2013.  You can either:
1.  Complete and then return the hard copy questionnaire to the box in Balcombe Stores
or 
2.  Complete the questionnaire online at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/M28VBQC.  If you have a smartphone you can visit the website by scanning in the QR code shown at the bottom of the page.

We will treat your response anonymously. We will use it to inform the direction of the Neighbourhood Plan and development of a questionnaire for distribution to households and businesses in the spring. 
We look forward to hearing from you by 15 January 2013.
Yours sincerely
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Alison Stevenson
Chair of Balcombe Parish Council    
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