DRAFT MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 15 MAY 2014
AT 7.00 pm IN BRAMBLE HALL, BRAMBLE HILL

Present. The Chairman, Members of the Parish Glpiwhid Sussex District Cllr Gary Marsh, West
Sussex County Councillor Bill Acraman, Parish Cld&Rksemary Robertson, together with ¢50
members of the public and a speaker from the NatiGitizen Service.

Before the meeting Paddy Horne asked to clarifynidierre of the meeting because he felt that last
year it had been closed down peremptorily by thaiGhithout consulting the electors present. The
Clerk explained that it was not a Parish Counciétimg but the Council were obliged to organise it,
pay the expenses, and Chair. She stressed #ietdutd be a social evening reviewing the year.
Paddy Horne then wanted to clarify the standingliadhose present, ie all were electors and were of
equal standing. He spoke about the possibilitg pbll that could be taken if 10 electors demanded
The Clerk said that no resolution could be votedioiess it was on the Agenda.

1 Apologies for Absence
Received from ClIrs Talman and Greenwood. CHrydst and Huxley arrived late.

2 To approve the minutes Annual Parish Meeting held v 29 May 2013 (circulated)
Suzie Horne asked that Item 6 be amended to réadCuadrilla spokesperson contradicted
what he had earlier said about the “innocuous” readdi the flares”. The minutes were
annotated, and the Minutes were signed by the @Glsaartrue & correct record.
Laurie Dunne subsequently asked that a furtheegseatin Item 6 be amended (see * page 4)

3 _Chairman’s Report
Alison Stevenson spoke about the last leg of tarssR Council and the current team of
Councillors as being a very strong team: a grdygeople with a real skill set. She stressed
that this year th&leighbourhood Planwould be of major importance to protect Balconmimerf
the sorts of speculative developments which Haysvetelath and Pease Pottage had faced,
especially with no District Plan in place. Sh&lghat Balcombe was protected in part by the
willingness of local landowners to engage and kg time. Balcombe has recently published
a Scoping Document for the Strategic EnvironmefAfgdraisal thanks to the considerable effort
of ClIr Daniel. The Scoping Document is on the BRébsite. This has been through its
statutory consultation and in the last few weelstdam had been appraising sites against this.
There would be engagement sessions on 12 & 14idBramble Hall. She urged involvement
by villagers. Youth Club — we now employ 2 Youth Workers having taken otes t
responsibility when AIRS doubled their fees. Thatk Clir Jarvest and RR for sorting out the
contracts and to Clirs Dennison and Huxley forrtirerolvement. Omraffic matters Alison
made reference to the BBC programme “Parking Malitivfeatured the Newlands parking
issue. She listed two success stories, the gtadspeed limit about to be introduced to the
north of the village, and the Traffic Regulationd®r about to be implemented in Newlands
which would restrict parking for one hour 11 — X#dn each weekday thereby stopping
commuter parking. Thanks to Cllr SaundeBramble Hall was up and running and it was
hoped that revenue would meet the lease costdlais there were a number of regular weekly
bookings. Facilities & Amenities —fingerposts were now finished and the repair ofesrfrom
the various works in Newlands was ongoing. ThevSRtan was not needed 2013/IFrains
— ClIr Bottomley had made a little headway on staffissues but the sporadic ticket machine
functionality was still an issue. There was sdrope in a possible reduction in parking
charges. Until the franchise was awarded therelwdo. Speedwatchwas still not in
operation because of lack of volunteers.
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Neighbourhood Watchwas overseen by Cllr Dearden who was also resplenfsibpotholes

and stated that he would happily take calls frogidents on this. Bramble Hill, Mill Lane and
the area outside the shop were all due for re-sinda Oil Event/Issue —AS said that the Oil
Issue was the biggest issue that Balcombe had adcommunity since the coming of the
railway or the World Wars. No matter what happewsr the Summer we are all still here

unlike the World Wars when men didn’t come baclespite the considerable FFBRA

campaign and wider opposition campaign WSCC hasgobthe Cuadrilla application - a
considerable disappointment for all of us. Balcerhbd been mentioned numerous times at the
Shale Industry Conference — the Balcombe eventawaatershed moment. Communities faced
with the same issue would feel the benefit whatheggened in Balcombe the push down here
has made our name known worldwide and has madéesetice.  Sue Taylor interjected to give
a report that FFBRA will be lodging a judicial rew AS asked for copies of the correspondence
to be forwarded to the Clerk — a letter goes ftheir lawyers to WSCC re areas where they
believe that due process was not followed.

Financial Report for Year 2013/4 ending 31 Marcl?014

Clir Williamson, the Responsible Financial Officegngratulated the Clerk for impeccable book
keeping. He referred to the circulated figureshie Annual Report. He explained that the
Precept had been kept at £60,000 although it di¢a@pto have gone up 4.5% this was due to
the government subsidy being withdrawn and theréidaeing adjusted accordingly. Income
had increased due to grants coming in. Routiyenpats were similar to last year but there had
been no Snow Plan spend. Bramble Hall was exgéoteegister a loss and did. The net result
was a significant surplus because Neighbourhoou &lats had not materialised, they had been
carried forward and the budget set at a similaglléy last year. Bramble Hall revenue was
looking more positive even without the Parish Callsown use of the building factored in
(£3,000/£4,000); if it was, then the hall would abhbe breaking even. BPC finances were
looking in good shape. A figure had been addddri®il Exploration Matters as a

contingency. A member of the audience asked aheuPrecept in relation to the loan for the
traffic calming. Cllr Williamson explained thatetoan had now been paid off but the Precept
should not be reduced in view of cuts to otherises/that BPC may have to fund and the
likelihood of future capping to precept increaseslir Gary Marsh said MSDC faced cuts of
£2,000,000. There had been 0% increase in Cotiagikince 2000.

Questions from the Floor

Richard Greig asked that Correspondence Lists for meetings begas the Noticeboard.
Joy Hopkins drew attention to the poor state of the footpatr tiee lake and asked that it be
cleared. Laurie Dunne as a Footpath Inspectortbaidhe footpaths were inspected once a
year, he was happy to have problems reported tdhmough the Clerk.

Susie Hornesaid that the WSCC decision to allow the flow te#fghe Lower Stumble well was
deficient because there had been no community ¢atisn. She asked if there had been any
consultation with a show of hands, there were noA& had reported this at the Shale Gas
Conference that Cuadrilla had not carried out amsaltation.

Gary Marsh drew attention to the fact that someone was récgithe meeting: AS said that the
Parish Council were also recording.

Kathryn McWhirter asked how much and what the allocated Oil Explonaiilatters money
would be used for. She was told £5,000 and itneknown what it would be needed for.
She also raised the issue of the defective ticlathime at the station which was illegible if the
sun was shining. KB had reported this, anotherimacwas promised.

Paddy Horne spoke about a blockade in Australia which had predan oil company from
operating, riot police had been deployed but tbenice of that company had been suspended
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because of its failure to engage with the communitg spoke about the successful blockades in
Balcombe, Barton Moss, Beverley and condemnedehawour and deployment of the police
in these situations arresting people that wereeptntg peacefully. He urged people to speak
out against intimidation and bullying from Sussetiée against people who were exercising
their hard won freedoms, otherwise we would dnfbia situation comparable with the
Continent before the Second World War.

Sue Taylorasked if Parish Council meetings could be sehup‘U” shape so Councillors

could be seen by the public. She also said thettex, which had been unearthed under a
Freedom of Information request, had made it cllear Cuadrilla had told DECC that the only
way to make Lower Stumble viable was if it was fadically fractured. She asked that this be
put on the Balcombe Parish Council website.

Alan Rew was critical of the way the meeting had been asgahwith a lack of publicity. The
Clerk defended herself saying that the meetingmeastioned in the Annual Report which went
to every household in the village, it was listedtloa Parish Council website, it was in the Parish
Council section of the Parish Magazine, and inMiiaege Voice section of the Mid Sussex
Times. AS lamented the fact that in the pastQitdexploration, no one had ever attended
these meetings except ex Councillors. Alan Revwgssigd villagers should be invited to
propose items for the Agenda. This was noted éat gear. Engagement was welcomed.
Patrick Rusk asked that mowing on the Green be restricted tovdibr wild flowers. AS said

the verges at the bottom of Newlands were left wild

Anne Boxall asked if a microphone could be deployed in theréufar these meetings.

Paddy Horne said that things could be improved and the Clef&retl to resign, she attempted
to introduce the speaker for the evening with Mrrtéostill holding the floor. It was then clear
that ClIr Acraman wanted to speak.

Clir Bill Acraman spoke about the second runway proposal at Gatvidkfelt that it was the
most important issue that the village was facirgguiged everyone to take an interest in this.
He thought it would have considerable impact actoeCounty with the number of houses
needed, knock on effect with villagers becoming lgaraated and associated traffic problems.
AS explained that ClIr Daniel had joined the Gatwligaison Group

Cllr Gary Marsh thanked BPC for its objection to Penland Farm whiould be re-submitted.
He spoke about the need to get a NeighbourhoodiRlalace for protection from developments
especially in the absence of a District Plan. bleed that BPC share the consultation document
on the Second Runway at Gatwick.

There followed a talk by James Donougher from ta&dwal Citizen Service which is a
government funded opportunity for 15 — 17 year addget involved in a community project and
learn new skills. The programme is a two weeldeegial course in the summer which offers
outdoor activities to get active and meet new peoflhen a week designing a community
project. This costs £50 per person with the govemrfunding £1,000 towards each student.
There are 250 places to fill in West Sussex aticbétifunded places to fill. A brilliant
opportunity and a great thing to have on a CV. ekarged people to advertise the scheme
widely www.thencsnetwork.org.u@r call 0800 0279111.

Gordon Brine wanted to know what action would be taken to kesals open if the protest
returns in the summer. Would there be a bettar i allow people to go about their daily
lives. AS stated that BPC had no influence ondaw order issues or roads, which was the
duty of the police and WSCC, she said it was arfzahg act to maintain people’s rights but to
uphold the law. She spoke about the WSCC Resdi&roup that meet to discuss this, and
Gary Marsh said he would talk to Gordon Brine affter meeting.

3 Annual Parish Meeting 15.5.14



*Laurie Dunne handed an amendment to the 2013 Minutes to thé& Gleich read

“Laurie Dunne stated that he would respond persondy to refute the Cuadrilla statement

on flaring emissions which was factually wrong.  would send a copy of the letter to
Cuadrilla, Francis Maude MP, the Environment Agencyand Balcombe Parish Council.
(Later BPC demanded a response from the EA on thigtter but never received one).”

He pointed out that all the work on the footpattaswlone by volunteers with very little funding
and there was discussion with Joy on the walkinipotpaths: Joy would be happy to
inspect/walk the paths near the village.

Susie Horneasked Gary Marsh about his comment that Cuadréleewot coming back this
year. He responded that he had been told thattbald not come back this year, and to fulfil
the conditions it might take a long time, but agrégere was no formal undertaking set.

Leslie Fairweatherthanked the work this BPC had done over the leat.y

Paddy Horne said that it was good that there was no policegree at the meeting. He asked
about the Resilience Meetings and said mass amestsinappropriate.

The Chairman took a show of hands of the electarsgmt and with only one dissent brought
the meeting to a close at 8.46.
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