
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 21 OCTOBER 2013 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL
Present:  Councillors Alison Stevenson (AS), , Robin Williamson (RW), Kevin Bottomley (KB), Katherine Daniel (KD), Catherine Dennison (CD), Carol Jarvest (CJ), Mike Talman (MT), Simon Greenwood (SG)
Cllr Rodney Saunders (RS) arrived late at 8.45 pm (Minute Item 3165)
In attendance: Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council
3158.  
Public Participation

AS invited members of the public to speak:-


Sue Taylor asked how much the Poll was costing and what costs had been incurred so far. 
Cllr Bottomley stated that although no bill had been received yet BPC had instructed the 


company to act and the expected cost would be in the region of £1,500.   Sue Taylor 
subsequently began filming the meeting.


Margaret Ashcroft expressed her objection to the proposed grasscrete locations in Newlands 
and complained that her household and some neighbours had not been given the opportunity 
to express their views.  


Neville Ashcroft raised the same concerns about lack of consultation in the Newlands Traffic 
Regulation Order (TRO) project and questioned the integrity of the Working Group’s 
methods.


Cllr Dennison answered the queries by stating that at this stage the TRO application was only 
for the single yellow line and that there would be further consultation to approve grasscrete 
location.  The TRO had not yet been adopted by WSCC and the process would involve further 
consultation following adoption. 


Peter Dutton requested that any question on fracking in the forthcoming poll should be 
removed because it would be misleading and divisive.   He also stated that he would give 
Balcombe Parish Council (BPC) a breakdown of his costs incurred from the illegal camp at 
Lower Stumble.   The Chairman asked him to pass this to the Clerk.

Katherine Gunning asked if the poll would have a question where residents would be asked if 
they are willing to put up with the “disgraceful” behaviour at Lower Stumble this summer.


Evelyn Etherington said that she had been asked to approach SG by a significant number of 
people to ask Cllr Greenwood if he would resign because of his vested interest in fracking.

SG asked why he should and what the reasons for him to resign were.

There was an interruption from the floor and a lady said that SG had misled everyone in 2010 
and that he had not replied to her letter.

The Chair Cllr Stevenson stated categorically that if SG had not drawn attention to the letter 
from WSCC about the Cuadrilla application in the Correspondence Box then it would have 
gone unnoticed and that it was rare to have anything minuted relating to Correspondence.


John James questioned the financial viability of Bramble Hall.   He also questioned SG’s 
position on the Council 
suggesting that it should be a “matter of conscience.”

SG answered again that he had had 17/18 years of involvement with BPC and there was no 
legitimate reason for him to stand down.


John also asked about the costs incurred through the work at Lower Stumble and particularly 
the cost of the election.   AS replied that the election was called on a fracking issue.  He stated 
that the poll was unnecessary and a waste of money.   He thought the Environment Agency 
(EA) meeting was one-sided because only anti-frackers asked questions.   He could see BPC 
reserves dwindling rapidly.


Gary Marsh Mid Sussex District Councillor addressed Sue Taylor filming and stated that she 
had no right to film any member of the public.   He informed BPC that the District Plan was 
still progressing despite recent press articles.   He said he had been approached by certain 
residents from Balcombe who had felt intimidated at the EA Meeting and did not feel 
comfortable to ask their questions.   He had subsequently collated these and had met with 
Chris Wick of the EA.   He said that the most telling question was one which asked the EA 
members if they would have been happy living in Balcombe; he had been told that they would 
because what had gone on was “perfectly safe.”  He thought that the vast majority did not 
have a problem with the drilling.   He added that MSDC did not advise having a poll because 
of the expense and the serious damage to the wellbeing of the village.
3159.
Declarations of Interest

Cllr Greenwood registered prejudicial interest with Agenda Items 8, 9, 10 (3165, 
3166).   Cllr 
Bottomley registered a personal interest in Items 8, 9,10 (3165, 3166) because of 
his 
membership of the Frack Free Balcombe Residents’ Association.   Cllr Jarvest also 
declared a personal interest in Item 9 (3166) because of membership of the Frack Free 
Balcombe Residents’ Association.
3160.  
Apologies for absence

Cllrs Dearden and Huxley were on holiday.

3161.
Approval of Minutes Meeting 16 September

The Minutes of the Meeting 16 September were signed by the Chairman as a true record.

3162.
Matters Arising

3137.  SG said that Simon Welsh’s comment about the validity of his mortgage was pure 
fiction.  There was no mortgage.

A Speedwatch volunteer had come forward and once Cllr Dearden was back, hopefully a 
team would be put in place.


3155.
4 Troymede BA/13/02783/FUL had been passed.


3157.
Councillor training will be discussed at an extra meeting.

3163.
Urgent Matters

There had been recent news about the closure of the Baby Clinic in Balcombe at the end of 
the year because of staffing issues.  Balcombe was the only parish losing a clinic; other 
closures were in Haywards Heath where there was access to public transport.    Mothers 
would have to visit the Handcross clinic once a month and the Health Visitors had promised 
home visits if this  was impossible and in instances where circumstances dictated eg 
Caesarean Section Births.  It was felt that this once this service disappears it would 
never be reinstated and 
Balcombe Parish Council should do what it could to stop the closure.

3164.
Finance

Cash Book Receipts & Payments for September were noted as presented and approved.  The 
RFO raised the question of the viability of Bramble Hall and stated that if the situation 
remained the same the end of year reserve would dwindle to £5,000 instead of the desired 
£10,000.  He was awaiting detailed analysis from the Bramble Hall Working Group and had 
not yet 
factored in usage by BPC which would equate to £1,330.   A proper analysis should 
be done before next year’s budget was finalised.   He suggested that although the BPC 
meetings for the foreseeable future would take place in Bramble Hall a figure of £120 should 
be given to the Victory Hall as compensation, this was already in the budget; there was no 
dissent.  Lower Stumble costs incurred to date were in the region of £3,300 (election, 
banners, publicity for EA Meeting and filming, ballot). 

The Clerk informed the Council that the local government auditor PKF Littlejohn, had 


             completed the annual audit and 2012/13 Accounts had been signed off.  
3165.    To confirm approval of ballot format previously circulated


Cllr Bottomley spoke about the criticism and varying interpretations of the previous poll and 
hence the reason to conduct another poll which would focus on the question of the 
current Cuadrilla application.   KB explained that the questions on the ballot would ask 
residents whether BPC should “oppose”, “support”, “make no comment” on the new 
application or ask residents whether they were “not sure.”    In view of the expense of polls it 
was agreed to have two further questions asking similarly how to respond to any application 
which included fracking and to any that did not involve fracking, also giving the option “treat 
every application on its own merits”.  The questions had been approved by the majority of 
Councillors (Cllr Greenwood had abstained).   On Cllr Bill Acraman’s advice an 
independent 
company had been commissioned to run the poll, Electoral Reform Services. The timing of 
the poll would be critical because it was important for the planning application to be in the 
public domain before the poll was sent out.    From the responses received BPC’s policies and 
actions would be formulated.
3166.
Report from Oil Exploration Working Group Leader & EA Meeting Debrief

KB stated that Cllr Saunders had resigned as Leader of the OEWG after an exhausting two 
years, facing criticism from every angle.   He spoke about a shift change and, depending on 
the results of the ballot, maybe a shift of BPC policy.    KB was glad that RS was staying 
within the Group because of his wealth of experience.   His approach would be formalised 
once the ballot results were available but he would look for team members to do more and to 
take ownership of specific areas.

KB then spoke about the Environment Agency Meeting in the Church which had been a “sell 
out,” but with everyone who requested tickets able to get one.   There had been a mix up with 
the filming issue because of the Environment Agency’s initial objection to releasing any 
footage.   He apologised to Di Forster who had believed that she was being asked to re-
negotiate this policy with the EA, but as a result the EA had agreed to release DVDs.   
However when the EA also withdrew their objection to independent and multiple film makers 
filming the event it was too late for BPC to be able to change the public statement or to notify 
ticket holders that they could be filmed as part of a movie project.   However the overall 
feedback had been positive and BPC would be looking to facilitate a further event with 
WSCC.   The first two parts of the recording had been loaded onto the BPC website via a 
You Tube link.

Moving forward KB stated that the OEWG would continue to monitor the new planning 
application status and would pursue plans for a WSCC presentation in the village.    They 
would continue to address concerns and look at ways of improving communications.   The 
poll would be sent out as soon as the new planning application was published.   The terms of 
reference would be reviewed and the role of the OEWG would be to reflect the majority view 
expressed in the poll.   

Cllr Jarvest raised a concern on behalf of some residents who were worried about what would 
happen if anything went wrong at Lower Stumble.    She said that environment indemnity 
insurance was something that the OEWG should investigate and suggested that Cuadrilla be 
asked what they have in place to see if there are any gaps in the provision.

3167.
Bramble Hall Management Committee Update

RS informed BPC that the front wall of the Hall had been repaired and the bill passed to the 
URC for payment, Cllr Talman would check to see if it had been paid.    There had been 
some upturn in business with a few more regular bookings.   RS insisted that a full year’s use 
be analysed in order to take a view on viability.    The lease break point was 18 months but a 
clear discussion was needed in February to allow for provision in the March budget.    It 
would be an Agenda item in February 2014.   The day-to-day running of the building was 
going smoothly (MT and RR), and with new chairs purchased through the grant provision the 
Hall could now sit 60 people comfortably.   MT to look at the weeds outside the building.

3168.
Victory Hall Management Committee Update

RW indicated that BPC had not replaced Cllr Jarvest on the VHMC, however second thoughts 
had been given to the award of the funds set aside last year.     BPC had agreed that the figure 
of £3,280 from last year could be drawn on by VHMC on the same basis as applied last year, 
i.e. without any conditions attached.   It would be pointed out that if they wanted BPC to hold 
some or all of the figure against future VAT rated purchases then BPC would spend the 
money for them and therefore be able to reclaim the VAT.   Without a Committee member 
acting as “watchdog” any application for allocation of funds from the Current Year Budget of 
£4,500 will be subject to the normal method of approving grants to village organisations.  

3169.
Neighbourhood Planning

It was reported that RCOH Ltd were continuing to work with the team and were reviewing 
the work done, and analysing if there were any gaps.    A meeting with landowners was 
scheduled for 23 October to look at potential development sites.     A bid for grant funds was 
about to be submitted.   AS had prepared a budget sheet which was circulated showing a 
£13,290 total.    If the grant of £7,000 came through the figure would be reduced to under 
£7,000 total expenditure.   
3170.
Safety & Security

The Clerk read a report from Cllr Dearden which gave three incidents of crime within the 
parish since the last meeting.    Carolyn Robertson was stepping down as Neighbourhood 
Watch Co-ordinator and the Council were asked for suggestions for a replacement.   There 
had been no requests for welcome packs since the last meeting.   The rumble strip on the 
Haywards Heath Road had been patched but no work on Bramble Hill.    A WSCC survey 
vehicle had been spotted on Rocks Lane where the lower 200 m was in need of repair but no 
remedial work had yet been undertaken.

3171.
Local Societies

AS reported that information on a possible grant from South East Water was in the 
Correspondence Box which would be passed to the Scouts and posted on the website (RR). 


3172.
Young People

Cllr Jarvest reported that the possible funding of a Youth Worker did not make the Agenda 
this time and would need to be discussed again.   The Youth Worker had been funded through 
AiRS but they had increased the charge from £3,500 to £4,500 per year.   She estimated that if 
BPC employed a Youth Worker themselves at £1,500 they could then afford to recruit an 
Assistant as the necessary second person to make the operation of the Group viable.    She 
would compile a spread sheet with the figures to present at an extra meeting.    It was 
pointed out that there was still money unspent in the budget so the project could go ahead.   
CJ to organise dates for a meeting, 4 Councillors would be needed for it to be quorate.
3173.
Facilities & Amenities

MT reported that the street lighting had been checked and no further action was needed.   He 
had been looking at the Snow Plan and EFP Gritting had been contracted to do the same job 
as last year.   Some Grit Bins would be filled by WSCC and BPC would finish those not 
served by WSCC.   The Pavilion was being left in a respectable condition by the Football 
Club.   There had been some emergency trimming of trees obliterating a lamp post in Mill 
Lane.    Promised work on a hole near Rocks Lane and blocked drains was being monitored.   
MT, KD had met with WSCC to discuss unresolved issues.   There had been a request from 
Buttercup Barn for a salt bin on the road outside; assistance had been given by the Clerk with 
possible suppliers identified.  There was a need for two other bins at the Red Bridge Road and 
in Oldlands but 
with no budget these would be added to the wish list along with the new 
fingerpost at Mill Lane. 
3174.
Rail Issues

The next meeting with Southern and First Capital Connect had yet to be arranged.   The 
parameters had been set for the new franchise, with Balcombe scheduled for one stop per 
hour.   KB advised that the tender documentation which would be submitted September 2014 
would be scrutinised.   There were reports of the ticket and permit to travel machines not 
working recently and no one manning the office.   CJ advised ringing to report this whenever 
it happened.  There were no specific works reported for Balcombe other than maintenance 
and repair.
3175.
Traffic Matters

RS who had arrived late was informed about the residents who had spoken earlier to express 
dissatisfaction with the grasscrete proposal for Newlands.    RS understood that the Newlands 
Working Group had approached all Newlands residents and the public exhibition had been 
publicised well.  He volunteered to talk to the Ashcrofts after the meeting and promised to re-
engage with them and others who might be dissatisfied.  He reiterated that the grasscrete 
locations had not been finalised, or the yellow line.   WSCC were conducting a feasibility 
study for this.  The Traffic Regulation Order had not yet been granted but had moved up the 
list which might mean a December hearing, although there was no indication that funds 
would be available.   Cllr Bill Acraman had given his support. 


On the question of the graduated speed limit on the B2036 it had been agreed at the last 
County Local Committee Meeting that this would need “exceptional approval” in view of the 
standing orders needing to be overturned in this case.   This had been agreed and investigation 
would be made as to whether it had been actioned.
3176.
Residents’ Meeting

Cllr Williamson had suggested the idea of a monthly Residents’ Meeting or surgery in 
advance of the regular Parish Council Meeting.   This would be an extension of public 
participation but in an informal setting which would enable better communication; the 
existing system was frustrating for members of the public because of the lack of dialogue.   It 
would involve the Chair or the Vice Chair and one or two other Councillors, operating on a 
rota basis.   All issues raised would be noted and raised as Agenda items.   At the Surgeries 
Councillors would not be able to commit the Council to any action but could comment on 
policy.   This would be open to all Balcombe residents on a first come first served basis.   It 
would be a public meeting but filming would not be allowed, this would not be the right 
forum for any confidential matters.   Councillors were in agreement and the first session was 
scheduled for Saturday 9 November in Bramble Hall.

3177.
Planning – for representation by 25 Oct

BA/13/03248/FUL – Rocks Lane Cottage, Rocks Lane, RH17 6JG – Rebuild and alteration of existing 
extension to three storey with new pitched roof.  It was agreed that the proposed work would tidy up 
some unfortunate architecture and would constitute an enhancement to the existing sun room.  No 
objections. 


For representation by 29 Oct


BA/13/03345/PDOFF  - The Lodge, Deanland Road,  RH17 6PH (Gould) Determination as to whether 
prior approval is required for the conversion of the existing office building (Class B1) into a single 
dwelling (Class C3).   BPC did not object last time and would want to draw attention to the previous 
comments made about this application.


For representation by 8 Nov

BA/13/03485/TREE – Tall Timbers, Oldlands Ave, RH17 6LP Removal of T1 Corsican Pine. This tree 
was leaning towards the house and the owner’s arborist had suggested that it was in danger of causing 
damage to the property if it fell.   No objection.
3178.
Correspondence

O21
RR to circulate the South East Water Newsletter to Scouts, KB to look at grant for 

Cricket Club


M5
BPC had applied for Six Snow Kits and these would be dispatched.


O15
The Renewable Energy Project launched in Balcombe was being supported by SG 

and the Clerk had offered help.   Some Estate staff were involved with the Group.


O16
Michael Holgate email concerning renewables and community benefits to be actioned 

by KD


W4
WSCC Notice of Eviction on Protestors – this would go before the Judge 30 October.

3179.
Exchange of Information

There was discussion about using banners on the Green and it was stipulated that these would 
be allowed as long as they were removed afterwards and were only in place for 2 weeks.

RR indicated that she would be setting dates for the BPC Meetings 2014 shortly; a move to 
Wednesdays was suggested and agreed.   


Two accidents on the Church hill in 24 hours were highlighted because of mud on the road.   
RR to report to WSCC Highways as a matter of urgency.


KB drew attention to the fact that some advertising posters for the newly formed Frack Free 
Balcombe Residents’ Association had been removed from BPC noticeboards.   MT assured  
the Council that he had not taken signs down and stated that any organisation with an 
event to publicise was entitled to use the boards.   They were to be used for events with dates 
and not 
for propaganda notices or for business adverts.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.05 pm.  

THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE ON MONDAY 25 NOVEMBER IN BRAMBLE HALL
Signed………………………………………….
Date: 25 November 2013
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