
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 2013 AT 8.00 PM IN BRAMBLE HALL
Present:  Councillors Alison Stevenson (AS), Rodney Saunders (RS), Robin Williamson (RW), Kevin Bottomley (KB), Katherine Daniel (KD), Alan Dearden (AD), Catherine Dennison (CD), Carol Jarvest (CJ), Mike Talman (MT), Peter Huxley (PH) 
In attendance: Rosemary Robertson (RR) Clerk to the Council
Before the meeting Wendy Shillam the CABE Consultant who has been assisting Balcombe with the production of its Neighbourhood Plan gave a presentation of her work on Design of possible housing developments.     
At the start of the meeting Jim Stobart, Road Safety/ASD Co-ordinator from Operation Crackdown demonstrated the revamped software for Operation Crackdown, the anti-social driving and abandoned vehicles reporting tool on the web.  Speedwatch volunteers can input data very easily using this system.

3137.  
Public Participation

AS invited members of the public to speak:-


Diane Forster raised the issue of promises made to the community about movements of 
Cuadrilla site traffic during school drop off/collect times.   She said Cuadrilla has “flouted” 
promises and it was wrong that they were self-policing and self-regulating their activities.   
She felt that the village had no voice and were being “bullied” by Cuadrilla who were 
operating in breach of the conditions of speed and timings.

Ros Thompson referred to a recent conversation with a Speedwatch operative who had been 
demoralised by the lack of prosecutions and had felt that “it was a waste of time.”


The Chairman AS told her that a postponed meeting with Superintendent Natalie Moloney would be rescheduled to voice BPC’s dismay at the demise of Balcombe’s Speedwatch and the lack of police support.

AS also responded to Diane Forster’s concerns having been witness herself to some of these breaches.  She reported that she had contacted the police, Cuadrilla’s PR Director and the head of WSCC about the issue.

Louisa Delpy made representation on the planning application at 2 Diamond Cottages 
expressing her dismay at the proposal which would mean that her garden would be 
overlooked and that parking problems in the area would be exacerbated. 


Helen Savage expressed her mistrust of Cuadrilla given their breach of conditions in 
Lancashire and in Balcombe; she said that she hoped BPC would regard anything they receive 
from Cuadrilla as ‘propaganda.’   She asked that BPC investigate air purity issues relating to 
exploratory drilling and expressed concern about flaring emissions.  She mentioned a family 
member who is an Environmental Impact Assessor for a Nuclear Power development who 
reportedly said 'I hope the EA will see sense on this one'.   Helen also quoted the numbers of 
residents who were involved in recent marches to the site (150, 92) and stated that another 
petition aimed to cover the exploratory well phase has been instigated, with approx. 250 
signatures.   Finally, she suggested that Simon Greenwood’s place on the Council was 
untenable. Whilst she respected his role as landowner, protector of large swathes of the local 
land and employer; she believed that his actions have been so in opposition to the interests of 
the village, that as an undemocratically elected member he should step down. 


Simon Welsh questioned the validity of Simon Greenwood’s mortgage.   

Paddy Horne reiterated his complaint about the Minutes 20 May because he did not feel that 
it was a fair reflection of his comments.    He wanted it recorded that the fact that the 
BPC had made the announcement about Cuadrilla beginning work on 3 May the day after the 


Election on 2 May which he believed had "Fracking" as one of its more prominent issues – it 
was “peculiar” in the context of WSCC having been contacted by Cuadrilla on 4 April and 
WSCC 
having met Cuadrilla mid-April.   

Gary Marsh said that he had been asked to deal with the Bretts Orchard (Diamond Cottages)  
application.   He also referred to the MSDC Neighbourhood Plan which would be published 
19 November and, once 
published, meant that the area would be safe from speculative 
housing developments.


Rob Greer queried the timing of a new Cuadrilla application asking if this would be in place 
by 28 September.
3138.
Declaration of Interest

There were none.  

3139.  
Apologies for absence

Cllr Greenwood was on holiday.

3140.
Approval of Minutes Meeting 15 July

The Minutes of the Meeting 15 July were signed by the Chairman as a true record.

3141.
Matters Arising

The issue with the picnic tables was still unresolved. Mike Talman to check if they were in 
the correct place now.
3142.
Financial

Cash Book Receipts & Payments for July and August 2013 were noted as presented and 
approved.  The RFO expressed concern about the rental deficit from Bramble Hall which will 
eat into the preferred £10,000 reserve.   He urged caution with grants and other projects 
income.   Neighbourhood Plan (NP) allocated funds were still not being spent but with the 
employment of Consultant Neil Homer at £7,000 this would change, although this may be 
covered by a grant.   He asked that realistic budget figures for NP and Bramble Hall be 
presented at the next meeting.     The question of the lease of the Hall may yet be reviewed.

3143.
Urgent Matters

West Sussex Councillor Bill Acraman spoke about the protest camp and attempts to evict the 
encampment at the Cuadrilla site.   The High Court had rejected WSCC attempts to evict and 
unless there was a serious motor accident this would stand.   Reaction to any new Cuadrilla 
application would take months, into the New Year.   He said that the protestors should leave 
28 September.   Sue Taylor corrected him and said that the judge had said that the protestors 
could stay there till 8 October in case Cuadrilla was not out on 28 September.


Cllr Acraman also reported that the proposed speed restriction order for the B2036 north of 
the village (50 mph) will go before the Central Mid Sussex County Local Committee Meeting 
on 24 September.
3144.
Report from Oil Exploration Working Group (OEWG)

RS reported that a “Meet the Environment Agency (EA)” meeting had been arranged in the 
Church 
on 9 October, (the church provided the largest venue).    To enable 100% visibility 
and adequate sound quality, screens, a sound system and radio microphones to be
organised 
by KB.  The Council voted to approve the cost incurred c£879 + VAT (RS proposed, MT 
seconded), but would approach the Environment Agency/WSCC for help with funding.  
Tickets to be applied for by telephoning the Clerk and entry purely by ticket or Steward 
Badge.   All Councillors to attend from 6.30 pm as Stewards (MT absent) with assistance 
from Mike Stevenson, Stuart Robertson, Nancy Towers, Sandy Chen, Nick Daniel, Elena 
Dearden and Mostyn Field.  It will be suggested that Geoffrey Lean the Chair (Daily 
Telegraph Correspondent) only allow one question per person initially.   AS to introduce 
Lean, EA will present, then questions.  BPC to have no other role than facilitating and 
stewarding.   Bill Acraman suggested that BPC apply for funding from Community Initiative 
Fund.    A limited Press presence will be allowed, at AS’s discretion.

RS informed BPC that the OEWG had agreed that when the new Cuadrilla application is 
lodged that a properly organised poll of village opinion be conducted to ask villagers how 
BPC should respond ie “oppose”, or “support” or “no comment.”    This to be conducted like 
a bi-election by secret ballot with voters ticked off the electoral roll and votes counted 
independently, the Clerk to be responsible with Councillors playing no part.   Cllr Acraman 
suggested that the Electoral Reform Society be approached to conduct the poll and that this 
should not be done “on the cheap.”   It was therefore proposed that in principal BPC was in 
favour of preparing to organise a poll to determine how to respond to any further Cuadrilla 
application.    All were in favour (KB proposed, AS seconded).    RS also proposed that 
“Material Considerations” for planning applications are posted on the BPC website. AS said 
she thought they already were.
3145.
Rail Card Subsidy/Handcross Bus Support

The Clerk informed Councillors that BPC are one of only a few Parishes who issue a further 
rail card subsidy in addition to the MSDC subsidy.    She suggested that the majority of those 
who applied probably did not realise they were getting £5 off and did not need it.    This 
subsidy represented a figure of c£600 in the budget which was money that could perhaps be 
more usefully given to the Handcross Bus which provided a service to those who had to make 
use of public transport.    The  Handcross Bus was operating at a deficit and Slaugham Parish 
Council’s recent attempt to write support funding into their Neighbourhood Plan was rejected 
by WSCC.   It was agreed that when the administration of the scheme changed that this BPC 
subsidy be suspended.   It was also noted that there was a new bus service in the village 
which was operating several times a day.
3146.
Village Quiz
Email discussion to follow to decide if BPC should enter a team (Sunday 20 October). 
3147.
Bramble Hall Update

The Hall is now fully equipped with new tables delivered and chairs due.   RR liaising with 
CJ on the purchase of Youth Club cupboard.   RW said that BPC cannot continue to subsidise 
the building, but KD pointed out that realistically a 3 year lead in time would be expected for 
any new venue, it was always going to be an unrealistic target.  The lease break clause may 
yet be considered. Booking had showed improvement recently.

3148.
Victory Hall Management Committee

The VHMC were not happy with PC’s letter, they stated that “bullying” was a matter of judgement. BPC re-iterated that it would not invite another member to sit on the committee in light of their treatment of CJ.   If funding was required a form would have to be completed, reverting to previous arrangement, as stated in their letter.

3149.
Neighbourhood Plan

CD reported that the Neighbourhood Planning Group was now meeting regularly after a 
summer recess.   They had engaged the services of Neil Homer a Consultant from RCOH Ltd 
who had been recommended by other local parishes.   He will help to reach “pre-submission” 
stage and will be involved with meetings with Simon Greenwood to look at possible 
locations.   Wendy Shillam’s presentation had given ideas about design and location of any 
new housing.  

3150.
Safety & Security

AD reported that there had been theft of copper cable in Brantridge Lane and mentioned 
wallets going missing at Balcombe Cricket Club, KB said that the latter had not happened.   A 
meeting about Speedwatch was to be rescheduled.   Three welcome packs had been delivered.   
Potholes in Bramble Hill had been reported, holes in the rumble strip near Sawmills to be 
investigated.

3151.
Youth Club

AiRS had increased the cost of the Youth Worker by £1000 and two volunteers had stepped 
down leaving Youth Club in crisis.  PH working on costs of BPC employing the Youth 
Worker directly, RW explained that the WSCC payroll mechanism could be used.    PH and 
CJ to put forward proposal when costings done.

3152.
Facilities Management

MT in process of reviewing/arranging snow plan, he should have tenders before the next 
meeting.   The WSCC winter management proposal was in the Correspondence Box.   
Pavilion will hopefully be managed by the Football Club with meter readings done at the start 
of the season.    Picnic tables to be checked.

If showers or other equipment is faulty it would be BPC’s responsibility to mend.    Two new 
bollards have been erected at the entrance to the Recreation Ground – keys being cut to give 
to the Football & Bowls Clubs.   It was agreed not to give out the third bollard key as now.
3153.
Rail Issues

KB reported that the Working Group continued to be in contact with Southern & FCC and 
that no major work was planned, just maintenance.    Work was being done to improve the 
ticket machine.   FCC had also agreed to review the timetable, staggering trains to improve 
the overall service.    The information on transport provisions for the less able had been 
posted on the website.    It was suggested that the Transport Minister be lobbied to get a better 
service from Balcombe, KB suggested that they are currently working to “defend” the 
existing service and not to “increase.”  CJ questioned new franchise possibilities.
3154.
Traffic Matters

RS informed the Council of the history of the application for a Traffic Regulation Order 
(TRO) for the High Street which had been passed in an emasculated form and the subsequent 
campaign to reinstate the original proposal which introduced a graduated speed restriction 
from 50 to 30  mph.   This would go before the CLC Committee on Tuesday 24 September.   
Cllr Acraman also stated that he believed all village roads should have a 50 mph limit. 

RS spoke about the application for a TRO for Newlands to introduce a single yellow line to 
prohibit parking except where grasscrete is to be used (see attached Appendix).    RS invited 
the Council to endorse this application and it was agreed (PH proposed, RW seconded).  
3155.
Planning - for representation by 23 Sep

(BA) 12/01679/FUL Appeal Reference: AP/13/0053 Clays Lake, Parish Lane, Pease Pottage

AS reported that the previous application had diverted traffic towards Pease Pottage and now 
residents there were complaining, hence the appeal.   AS will look into and report back.


For representation by 20 Sept


BA/13/02847/FUL - 2 Diamond Cottages, Bretts Orchard,  RH17 6PL - 1 No. attached  new 2 bed 
dwelling with car parking, following demolition of existing single storey elements to side 


Louisa Delpy had made representation and the plans were reviewed.   It was felt that the 
development would make the area too crowded and there was not enough parking, so it 
should be opposed on traffic and density.


BA/13/02783/FUL – 4 Troymede, RH17 6LU – Replacement roof at ground level/alterations


Plans were reviewed and there was no objection.
3156.
Correspondence

O22
RR drew attention to Mr Harris’s letter about the closure of the footpath over the 


railway.   He has been referred to WSCC.

W4
WSCC Winter Management Plan to be signed off.


O14
AS mentioned the possibility of funding for a new bus shelter (Newlands?)  

O17
Letter from “G” which was almost eligible. Removed from box and deemed 


anonymous.
3157.
Exchange of Information

KD informed the Council that she had nearly hit one of the protestors walking on the bend 
near the station and asked that members of the Camp be urged to use the footbridge over the 
railway and the route through the car park to avoid at least one bend.     RR to email PCSO to 
ask that this information be forwarded.    


CJ suggested that an evening training session for Councillors be arranged through SALC – 
she will investigate.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.27 pm.  

THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE ON MONDAY 21 OCTOBER 
Signed………………………………………….
Date: 21 October 2013
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