
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BALCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 18 MARCH 2013 AT 8.00 PM IN THE W I ROOM, BALCOMBE VICTORY HALL 

Present:  Councillors Alison Stevenson (AS), Rodney Saunders (RS), Alan Dearden (AD),  Mike Talman (MT), Simon Greenwood (SG), Catherine Dennison (CD), Carol Jarvest (CJ), Robin Williamson (RW), 
In attendance: Richard Greig (RG) Clerk to the Council and Rosemary Robertson (RR) Assistant Clerk
3045.
Tribute to Robin Lindsay-Stewart 

Councillor Robin Williamson (RW) paid tribute to Robin Lindsay-Stewart’s 
contribution to the parish as a Balcombe Parish Councillor.   He had been meticulous 
and dedicated; an extremely 
valuable member of the Council he will be sorely 
missed.  A Minute’s silence was respectfully observed.
3046.
Public Participation

Paddy Horne drew attention to a report which suggested that Cuadrilla had in the past 
stated that their policy on site selection was “Not in Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty.”   He quoted from Durham University research which recommended a 
safe distance between aquifers and fracking depth, pointing out that Cuadrilla’s plans 
at Balcombe did not appear to comply with this.


Carolyn Robertson and Rob McIntyre were present to give input into their planning 
application.  Carolyn apologised for the genuine mistake that they had made in  non-
application for planning permission.   She explained that the car port development 
that had already been started would be a tasteful building in the place of an old 
unsightly shed, hidden from the road and on existing tarmac hardstand.

Gary Marsh was in attendance to get an update on Newlands Parking, he was passed 
a report and promised to speak to RS at a later date.   He reported that the District 
Plan was about to be issued.  There was some discussion on available funding and he 
promised to take this up with Claire Tester.  Gary was thanked for the work on Pops 
Path (Newlands cut-through) and was asked to pass on thanks to Mark and the team 
who had carried out the work.


Bill Acraman (West Sussex Councillor) informed the Council that he had attended the 
Fracking Meeting in 
Balcombe and was hoping to gauge a response, but had 
observed that no Councillors 
were present.  He drew attention to the Order for the 
Addition of a Bridleway between Balcombe and Turners Hill which should be 
confirmed, subject to 
modifications (Greentrees Farm).  In view of limited funds 
from WSCC to clear the path Bill proposed co-ordinating a volunteer force: a 
combination of horse riders from Balcombe and Crawley, Balcombe parishioners and 
Rights of Way supporters.   RW pointed out that BPC would have no funds to 
contribute but the Council would encourage support through the Parish Magazine, RR 
to action for May’s Parish Magazine, and to investigate timing.

Pam Scutt’s demolished wall was discussed – it was noted that there was little that 
BPC could do to help; it was fortunate that metal strengthening had been 
added.


Suzie Horne mentioned that there was a video of the Fracking talk and representatives 
from the Victory Hall Management Committee had reported on the good conduct of 
all at the meeting. 
3047.
Declaration of Interest

Councillors Alison Stevenson and Rodney Saunders both declared a personal interest 
in Respect of Agenda Item 15 Re planning application BA/13/00725/FUL due to 
friendship with the applicants (3052).

3048.
Apologies for Absence

Councillor Peter Huxley was not present because of Youth Club duties.

3049.
Approval Minutes Meeting 18 February and clarification of Dec 12 Minutes
The circulated Minutes of the Meeting held on 18 February were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.   
Due to an error with the publication of the December 2012 Minutes, the Assistant Clerk, Rosemary Robertson, confirmed that two versions had existed in the public domain and she asked that the December Minutes be re-signed and the one true copy be re-issued on the noticeboard and on the website.   Steps had been taken to prevent this error occurring again by the use of coloured ink on draft copies.   It was suggested that a Draft Watermark should also be used.  The December 2012 Minutes were signed as a true record.
3050. 
Matters Arising

3037. There had been a meeting with the Victory Hall Management Committee 
regarding the new Hall and they had been assured that the Council would still be 
supportive; a tour of the United Reformed Church had been given.



3029.  RS had written to Network Rail confirming that the footpath crossing would 
not close until an alternative was found.    CJ urged the Council to acknowledge the 
level of danger and suggested that the community be made aware of the danger 
through the Parish Magazine, RR to action.  

3030.  Although BPC had not received notification as promised, it appeared that 
excavation for the camera mast had started.


3004,  Bob Dowdall had promised £200 towards the post, RR to collect.


3035.  AS reported that the only exemption granted from the B1 relaxation was 
Perrymount Road in Haywards Heath. 
3051.
Urgent Matters 

In reaction to a shower being left on overnight in the Pavilion an urgent meeting with 
the Football Club (FC) had been called with AS, MT and RR in attendance from BPC, 
Adrian Ruzicka and Rob Eldred, (FC).   The Club had expressed initial interest in a 
proposal that for the winter season   the FC takes over all responsibility for 
cleaning,  maintenance and electricity costs.  A clean pavilion would be delivered at 
the start of the season and we would expect a clean pavilion back at the end of the 
season (a meter reading and photo record would be used).    At the end of the season 
electricity use would be calculated and the costs, if any, of final cleaning and 
damage.  A flat rate hire would be charged and a deposit taken against the other 
potential costs.  This proposal would mean that they would face the costs incurred 
through their own irresponsible use of the Pavilion.   A formal agreement will be 
drafted RR & RW.
3052.
Planning– to consider the following late applications:-

For representation by 5 April 2013 
a) (BA)13/00725/FUL Beechcroft, Stockcroft Road,RH17 6LQ. Proposed addition of four new dormers in roof together with replacement shed and new carport on existing hard standing.
In view of the personal interest of Councillors AS and RS the decision was made to delegate the process to Councillors RW and AD and to ignore the retrospective element of the application. 

b) (BA) 13/00849/FUL 2 New England Cottages, Handcross Road, Balcombe RH17 6JU.  Demolition of existing single storey workshop and rebuild new with pitched roof over.

The work proposed was viewed as an improvement to an existing flat roofed building, and although it might make it a little more visible to neighbours there were no objections.
3053.
Financial
i) To approve Cash Book Receipts and Payments for Month 11, February 2013 noted as presented.  RW stated that all was self-explanatory and highlighted the fact that Year End would see £34,000 in reserve.  This was a figure better than expected mostly due to the lack of draw down on money allocated for the Neighbourhood Plan.  Snow Plan provision had proven to be insufficient due to the bad weather but some of this 
expenditure would be reimbursed from WSCC.  
ii) Finalisation of the 2013/14 Budget – this was full of unknowns, with Neighbourhood Plan figures difficult to 
estimate and URC Hire Income uncertain.  Until these become clear RW advised careful control on all other expenditure, and no spend on discretionary items “Other Projects.”   AS queried a figure of £500 which had already been promised to the 
Scouts, this will be honoured.  Application for a grant from the DCLG for the Neighbourhood Plan was discussed, as was the figure of £3,000 which  may have to 
be paid to finance an election if one were to be called.   A motion was put by Councillor RS  & seconded by Councillor MT that the budget be formally adopted.  All were in favour and it was agreed to note RW’s comments and for this to be reflected in the Annual Report.
iii) To note RBS Year End Close Down on 22 April – budget figures would be put into the schedule for next year, and figures to be audited by both internal and external auditors.  
	


3054.
Official Procedure for the filling of vacancies

Councillors were aware of the resignation of Linda Short and with the death of Robin Lindsay-Stewart there were two vacancies to be filled.   A notice had gone on the noticeboard inviting parishioners to call an election, but it was hoped that the positions could be filled through co-option.  This was because of the expense involved in holding an election which could run at £3,000 for a stand-alone election, or £1,500 if it was dove-tailed into the existing WSCC election.   An advert for Councillors had been put into the April Parish Magazine, stressing the commitment involved.

3055.
Notification of New Free Bus Pass Administration

A new postal system for Free Bus/Rail Cards has been introduced, which will mean no further involvement by Parish Clerks, although forms will be held.   Residents pick up a form from certain outlets and then complete and return by post.  The Annual Rail Card will still be administered by the Clerk. 
3056.
URC Update


The Lease is being chased daily, Hire Agreement being drawn up and a fire inspection complete.  The Name the Building Competition was well supported with 23 entrants, the name of the winner, Suzette Trower, was drawn from the hat by Suzie Horne.  Suzette will be invited to the Opening on Saturday 13 April at11.00 am to be presented with her prize.  It was agreed to change the hire charges to £10 per hour with a minimum two hour hire period.   RR to promote the Opening in the Parish Magazine.

MT had brought along a sample cushioned chair, it was proposed to purchase 30 of these at £27 each initially, plus make use of the Pavilion chairs and tables to keep costs to a minimum.    AS suggested RR to look into the CLC grant to cover this expense.  RW asked that costs be deferred to next financial year if possible.  Once the lease is signed the locks will be changed, a letterbox added etc.  Change of Name was needed for the postal address (RS).   

The Opening Ceremony will take place Saturday 13 April at 11.00 am with free tea/coffee/biscuits.  Councillors to attend please.  A photographer from the Mid Sussex Times will be organised.  Cubs to sell cakes?

AS reported that the pre-condition survey had identified a loose manhole cover with a dangerous 4m drop, the URC to repair before handing over. 

Rates issue still not resolved but looking likely that charitable status should be applied for, AirS assistance to be sought.

3057.
Working Groups – Reports from Group Leaders
a) Housing & Environment – AS reported on a useful AirS meeting with good ideas on environmental issues, especially local produce promotion

b) Safety & Security – There had been a theft of copper wire, and reports of a Russian vagrant trespassing.   AD was happy to take on Welcome Pack distribution.

c) Youth – The recent AGM had seen a full, functioning Committee formed and support from AirS was ongoing.

d) Traffic – The proposed TRO for the B2036 north of the village had been “butchered” and RS had already raised a formal objection on behalf of the Council, those present endorsed his views.

e) Local Societies – New Councillors may bring a change of function on the Council.  This position had been instigated with a view to the Councillor keeping track of current projects within local societies and trying to keep a database of grants/funding available to support these.

f) Facilities & Amenities -  MT reported that only one person apart from himself had signed up as an Emergency Volunteer. RR to push this in the Parish Magazine again.  The Snow Plan had once again worked well.   MT will deal with the rotten fingerpost on Mill Lane, asking JAKK to repair if the cost would be less than £200.  Youth Club table tennis table had been repaired, noticeboards were up and being used.
3058.
Neighbourhood Planning

There will be an “AIMS” Session in the Victory Hall on Saturday 23 March 10.00 – 
1.00 pm.  These are ideas extrapolated from the “ISSUES” investigations and will 
form the policy groups for the Plan.  A leaflet drop was to be made this week 
advertising the event.   Research had shown that three things stood out as important 
for residents i) Countryside, ii) Rural Atmosphere and iii) Community Spirit.  Tea 
and coffee will be served and Linda Short had kindly volunteered to help out.   The 
possible closure of the Half Moon was discussed briefly.

3059.
Newlands Working Group

An Interim Report had been drawn up with proposals for grass crete parking bays, a 
single yellow line etc.  Work would be funded by WSCC and not Balcombe Parish 
Council.    Balcombe Parish Council supports the Report 
but wishes to present it to 
the village before formally adopting the scheme.  A flier will be inserted in the 
Annual Report to publicise an Open Morning.  RS to talk to Affinity Sutton who own 
some of the verges. Councillor Greenwood indicated that the Estate may be 
able to offer 
80 parking spaces on the West Side of the London Road.  RS will 
investigate further in collaboration with SG and Ben Skinner (Sub Agent). 
3060.
Rosemary Robertson’s Pension Scheme Application

An ordinary resolution to admit Mrs Rosemary ROBERTSON to the West 
Sussex County Council Pension Fund (WSCCPF) provided the criteria for 
admission 
to the Local Government Pension Scheme are satisfied was passed.  Proposed by AS 
and seconded by RS, all agreed.

3061.
Correspondence

AS drew attention to an AirS Bulletin containing useful information on training 
courses, Youth Projects etc RR to circulate by email to Councillors.


St. Catherine’s Hospice had requested funding of £200 this was turned down in view 
of austerity messages listed above.
3062.   Exchange of Information

Residents near Gilletts had requested new parking signs, RR actioning.


AS spoke about a current hoax police fraud involving the elderly. 


There had been a complaint about hedges on the Haywards Heath Road, RR to assess 
and contact the Rothmans if necessary.


Bowls Club had had problems with hedge cutting – RR to investigate


RS gave apologies in advance for the next meeting.


RICHARD GREIG WAS THANKED FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE COUNCIL 
OVER THE LAST TEN YEARS.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.55 pm.  

THE NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY 15 APRIL 2013 IN THE WI ROOM

Signed………………………………………….

Date: 15 April 2013
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